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October 1922. Mussolini and his Blackshirts spent the
next four years in consolidating the hold of the Fascist
Party on the political and economic life of the country.
He cultivated the theory that modern Italy was the
spiritual and material heir of ancient Rome, and incul-
cated in the people an intense spirit of nationalism. In-
dependent thought was suppressed, and his opponents
were imprisoned, sometimes murdered, or else fled into
exile. However much one may dislike the policies of
totalitarian states, with their central doctrine that the
individual exists for the state, and that the principles of
democracy are outworn useless relics of the nineteenth
century, it is childish to deny that Mussolini (II Duce]
and the Fascist Party have given Italy a much needed'
" wash and brush up " in a material sense. The price has
been the loss of all individual liberty. It is not true to say
that Mussolini abolished democracy in Italy, for demo-
cratic government, as we know it, had never been
properly established in that country.
During the second period (1919-1926) of the four into
which we have divided the events recorded in this book>
Mussolini was establishing his position as a personal
dictator in Italy. During the third period (1926-1931)
he was apparently contributing to the general effort to
found a permanent peace on League principles the co-
operation of an Italy which was certainly very much
more of a great Power than it had been in 1914 or 1919.
Italy's association with a League of Nations organized on
democratic lines, and therefore fundamentally opposed
to Fascist principles, was largely a matter *bf expediency.
Having failed in his. attempts, to transform the -League
into an international dictatorship of the Four Great
Powers (Russia excluded), Mussolini bided his time until